St Ives Uniting Church

18 October 2026

Pentecost 21

Call to worship and welcome

The Christ candle

Hymn: 155 How great thou art
Prayers of adoration and confession

Assurance of forgiveness

Hear Christ’s word of grace,
“Your sins are forgiven.”
Thanks be to God.

Hymn: 390 Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the rise Lord
Notices Lawrence Peak

Bible Readings:
Exodus 32:1-14 Margaret Jeffery

'"When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the
mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods
who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of
Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.”

2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your
sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the
people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what
they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf,
fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who
brought you up out of Egypt.”



>When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and
announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to the Lord.” ® So the next
day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented
fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up
to indulge in revelry.

"Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom
you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been
quick to turn away from what | commanded them and have made
themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to
it and sacrificed to it and have said, “These are your gods, Israel, who
brought you up out of Egypt.’

%“l have seen these people,” the Lord said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-
necked people. ' Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn
against them and that | may destroy them. Then | will make you into a
great nation.”

"1 But Moses sought the favour of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said, “why
should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of
Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 2 Why should the Egyptians
say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the
mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your
fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people.

'3 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you
swore by your own self: ‘| will make your descendants as numerous as
the stars in the sky and | will give your descendants all this land |
promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.” '* Then the Lord
relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Matthew 22:1-14 Philip Southwell

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven
is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his
servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to
come, but they refused to come.

4“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been
invited that | have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have
been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’

5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his
business. ® The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.
"The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers
and burned their city.

8“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those
| invited did not deserve to come. ° So go to the street corners and invite
to the banquet anyone you find.” '° So the servants went out into the
streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the
good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.

1“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there
who was not wearing wedding clothes. > He asked, ‘How did you get in
here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless.

13“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw
him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.’

4“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Sermon: The King did what?

Hymn: The wedding banquet song



Offering and prayer

Offering response: 768 Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Prayers of the people and the Lord’s prayer Jane Ann Tainsh
Hymn: 52 Let us sing to the God of salvation

Benediction

Threefold Amen

Postlude Pianist Lawrence Peak



